
DECKS 

CHAMPLIN BUILDING DEPARTMENT 763-421-2629 

DECK PERMIT REQUIREMENTS: 

The following information must be submitted to the Building Department before a building permit can be 

reviewed and approved. After preliminary review additional information may be required.  Allow 5 to 7 work-

ing days for processing. We will call you when your permit is ready to be picked up. 

1. Building Permit Application: 

 Complete and sign a building permit application 

form. Forms are available at City Hall or online at 

www.ci.champlin.mn.us 

2.   Survey or Site Plan:  

Provide a survey of the property showing all prop-

erty lines, existing buildings (with dimensions) and 

project address. Diagram the proposed building 

location, dimensions and proposed setbacks from 

property lines, and existing buildings. A registered 

survey may be required. *We do have surveys for 

most properties, check with the Building Depart-

ment regarding your home. 

3. Building Plans:  

A section drawing (side and cutaway drawing) showing the footing diameter and thickness, depth, post size, 

joist size, beam size, decking, height above grade, guardrail, cantilevers (overhangs), anchoring, flashing, 

connectors and hanger types. 

A floor plan of the deck showing the length and width of the deck, beam location, post spacing, joist spacing, 
stair location and type of lumber (pressure treated, redwood, cedar, etc.). 

4. Permit Fees:  

Building permit fees are based on valuation and will be determined after the application and required plans 

have been approved. Fees must be paid in full before a permit can be issued or work can begin. 

Required Inspections: 

1. Footing inspection, before concrete is poured.  

 2. Framing/Final 

2017 



GENERAL INFORMATION 

Footings/Posts:  

Footings must be a minimum of 42” inches below final grade. The base of the footing must be flared/belled 

to transfer the weight of the deck to the soil. Posts must be pressure treated or other approved materials. 

Concrete footings shall be a minimum of 8” inches thick. For posts that are embedded in the ground pressure 

treatment shall be .6, in contact with grade .4. 

Framing:  

The joists and beams must be sized to support a 40lb per sq. ft. live load. Cedar and Redwood materials shall 

be labeled as heartwood material. A list of approved composite deck material may be obtained from the City. 

Guardrails: 

 Residential decks 30” inches or more above adjacent grade must be protected by a guard with a minimum 

height of 36” inches. Open guardrails shall have intermediate rails or ornamental pattern such that a 4” inch 

(four-inch) sphere cannot pass through. 

Stairs/Residential: The minimum width of a stairway is 36” inches. The maximum rise on stairs is 7-3/4” inch-

es. The minimum run of the treads is 10” inches. The greatest riser height within any flight of stairs shall not 

exceed the smallest by more than 3/8” inch. Open risers are permitted, provided that the opening does not 

permit the passage of a 4” inch diameter sphere. 

Handrails:  

A handrail is required on one side of a stairs with four or more risers. The handrail must be 34” inches to 38” 

inches high measured from the nose of the tread, be continuous and uninterrupted the full length of the 

stairs. The handgrip portion of the handrail shall be not less than 1-1/4” inches nor more than 2-5/8” inches 

in diameter. The ends of the handrail shall be returned or terminate in a newel post or safety terminal. 

Fasteners:  

Fasteners shall be of a corrosion resistant material i.e.: galvanized. 

Special Design Note:  

Some designs may not be appropriate if a future porch, addition or hot tub is to be installed on the deck. 

Footings, beams and joists should be sized for all future loads. Excavations: Before any type of excavating call 

Gopher State One Call with at least 48 hours of advance notice at 651-454-0002 to verify the location of un-

derground utilities, etc. 

 

PLEASE CONTACT THE CITY OF CHAMPLIN BUILDING INSPECTIONS DEPARTMENT FOR A LIST OF APPROVED 
SYNTHETIC DECK MATERIALS. 





       SPAN TABLES FOR NO. 2 GRADE WOOD MEMBERS 

       AND "I" JOISTS     

FLOOR JOISTS               
#4033+
10#DL   L/360     

   2X6     2X8     2X10     2X12   

 12"OC 16" OC 24" OC 12"OC 16" OC 24" OC 12"OC 16" OC 24" OC 12"OC 16" OC 24" OC 

DECKS                     

PONDEROSA PINE 9-2 8-4 7-0 12-1 10-10 8-10 15-4 13-3 10-10 17-9 15-5 12-7 

SOUTHERN PINE 10-9 9-9 8-6 14-2 12-10 11-0 18-0 16-1 13-5 21-9 19-0 14-7 

 S-P-F 10-3 9-4 8-1 13-6 12-3 10-3 17-3 15-5 12-7 20-7 17-10 14-7 

WESTERN CEDARS 9-2 8-4 7-3 12-1 11-0 9-2 15-5 13-9 11-3 18-5 16-0 13-0 

 WESTERN WOODS 9-2 8-4 7-0 12-1 10-10 8-10 15-4 13-3 10-10 17-9 15-5 12-7 




