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Chapter 54

ARTICLE V. MOTORIZED GOLF CARTS.

Sec. 54-91. Purpose.

               The city authorizes the operation of motorized golf carts on designated public rights-of-way as 

permitted under this article. The State of Minnesota authorizes cities to allow the operation of 

motorized golf carts on some rights-of-way, as defined in Minnesota Statute 169.045.

Sec. 54-92. Definitions.

The following words, terms, and phrases, when used in this article, shall have the meanings ascribed to 

them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning: 

Authorized operator means only persons with a valid driver’s license may operate a motorized golf cart 

on designated public rights-of-way and be in compliance with Chapter 171 of the Minnesota State 

Statutes.

C o m m u n i t y   a n d   s p e c i a l   e v e n t s   m e a n s   e v e n t s   s p o n s o r e d ,   c o - s p o n s o r e d   o r   s u p p o r t e d   b y   t h e   c i t y .   
C o m m u n i t y   a n d   s p e c i a l   e v e n t s   m a y   a l s o   i n c l u d e   c e l e b r a t i o n s   a p p r o v e d   b y   t h e   c i t y   a n d   o r g a n i z e d   b y   a   
n o n p r o f i t ,   c o m m u n i t y   b a s e d   o r g a n i z a t i o n   i n t e n d e d   t o   s e r v e   t h e   e n t i r e   c o m m u n i t y . 

D e s i g n a t e d   p u b l i c   r i g h t - o f - w a y   m e a n s   t h e   p u b l i c   r i g h t s - o f - w a y ,   i n c l u d i n g   s t r e e t s   o r   t r a i l s ,   l i s t e d   i n   
s e c t i o n   5 4 - 9 4   o n   w h i c h   m o t o r i z e d   g o l f   c a r t s   m a y   o p e r a t e . 

M o t o r i z e d   g o l f   c a r t   m e a n s   a   s e l f - p r o p e l l e d   f o u r - w h e e l   v e h i c l e   o f   t h e   t y p e   a n d   s t y l e   d e s i g n a t e d   f o r   a n d 
c o m m o n l y   u s e d   f o r   t r a n s p o r t a t i o n   o n   a   g o l f   c o u r s e   t h a t   i s   l i m i t e d   i n   e n g i n e   d i s p l a c e m e n t   o f   l e s s   t h a n   
8 0 0   c u b i c   c e n t i m e t e r s   a n d   t o t a l   d r y   w e i g h t   o f   l e s s   t h a n   8 0 0   p o u n d s . 

S e c .   5 4 - 9 3 .   P e r m i t   r e q u i r e d . 

( a )   P e r m i t   r e q u i r e d .   N o   m o t o r i z e d   g o l f   c a r t   m a y   b e   o p e r a t e d   o n   a   d e s i g n a t e d   p u b l i c   r i g h t - o f - w a y   
w i t h o u t   f i r s t   o b t a i n i n g   a   p e r m i t   f r o m   t h e   c i t y . 

( b )   P e r m i t   a p p l i c a t i o n .   P e r m i t   a p p l i c a t i o n s   r e q u i r e   a p p r o v a l   o f   t h e   p o l i c e   d e p a r t m e n t   a n d   m u s t   
c o n t a i n   t h e   f o l l o w i n g   i n f o r m a t i o n : 

( 1 )   R e g i s t e r e d   o w n e r ' s   n a m e ,   a d d r e s s ,   a n d   t e l e p h o n e   n u m b e r ; 

( 2 )   M a k e ,   m o d e l ,   y e a r ,   a n d   v e h i c l e   i d e n t i f i c a t i o n   n u m b e r   i f   a v a i l a b l e ; 

( 3 )   P r o o f   o f   i n s u r a n c e   f o r   t h e   m o t o r i z e d   g o l f   c a r t ; 

( 4 )   C u r r e n t   d r i v e r ’ s   l i c e n s e   o r   r e a s o n   f o r   n o t   h a v i n g   a   c u r r e n t   l i c e n s e ;   a n d 
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( 5 )   O t h e r   i n f o r m a t i o n   a s   r e q u i r e d   b y   t h e   p o l i c e   d e p a r t m e n t . 

( c )   I n s p e c t i o n .   A s   p a r t   o f   t h e   p e r m i t   p r o c e s s ,   t h e   p o l i c e   d e p a r t m e n t   m a y   r e q u i r e   a p p l i c a n t s   t o   h a v e   
t h e i r   m o t o r i z e d   g o l f   c a r t s   i n s p e c t e d   b y   t h e   p o l i c e   d e p a r t m e n t . 

( d )   E d u c a t i o n .   A s   p a r t   o f   t h e   p e r m i t   p r o c e s s ,   t h e   p o l i c e   d e p a r t m e n t   m a y   r e q u i r e   t h e   a p p l i c a n t   t o   
d e m o n s t r a t e   t h e i r   k n o w l e d g e   i n   t h e   u s e   o f   h a n d   s i g n a l s   f o r   t u r n i n g   a n d   s t o p p i n g . 

( e )   F e e .   T h e   p e r m i t   f e e   s h a l l   b e   a s   s e t   f o r t h   i n   t h e   c i t y ’ s   f e e   s c h e d u l e   i n   C h a p t e r   2 2 . 

( f )   T e r m   o f   p e r m i t .   P e r m i t s   m a y   b e   g r a n t e d   f o r   a   p e r i o d   o f   u p   t o   t h r e e   y e a r s   a n d   w i l l   e x p i r e   o n   
D e c e m b e r   3 1   o f   t h e   t h i r d   y e a r .   

( g )   I n s u r a n c e .   T h e   a p p l i c a n t   m u s t   p r o v i d e ,   a n d   s u b m i t   w i t h   t h e   p e r m i t   a p p l i c a t i o n ,   e v i d e n c e   o f   
i n s u r a n c e   c o m p l y i n g   w i t h   t h e   p r o v i s i o n s   o f   M . S . A .   §   6 5 B . 4 8 ,   s u b d .   5 .   E v e r y   m o t o r i z e d   g o l f   c a r t   
o p e r a t o r   s h a l l   h a v e   p r o o f   o f   i n s u r a n c e   i n   p o s s e s s i o n   w h i l e   o p e r a t i n g   t h e   m o t o r i z e d   g o l f   c a r t   o n   
d e s i g n a t e d   p u b l i c   r i g h t s - o f - w a y   a n d   s h a l l   p r o d u c e   s u c h   p r o o f   o f   i n s u r a n c e   o n   d e m a n d   o f   a   p o l i c e   
o f f i c e r   a s   d e f i n e d   i n   M . S . A .   §   1 6 9 . 7 9 1 . 

( h )   A p p r o v a l .   I f   t h e   a p p l i c a t i o n   f o r   t h e   p e r m i t   m e e t s   a l l   o f   t h e   r e q u i r e m e n t s   o f   t h i s   s e c t i o n ,   t h e   p e r m i t   
a p p l i c a t i o n   s h a l l   b e   a p p r o v e d   b y   t h e   P o l i c e   d e p a r t m e n t   a n d   a   p e r m i t   s h a l l   b e   i s s u e d   b y   t h e   c i t y .   

( i )   D e n i a l .   N o   p e r m i t   s h a l l   b e   g r a n t e d   o r   r e n e w e d   i f   t h e   a p p l i c a n t   h a s   h a d   h i s   o r   h e r   d r i v e r ’ s   l i c e n s e   
r e v o k e d   a s   t h e   r e s u l t   o f   a   c r i m i n a l   p r o c e e d i n g . 

S e c .   5 4 - 9 4 .   O p e r a t i n g   c o n d i t i o n s . 

T h e   i s s u a n c e   o f   a   p e r m i t   a n d   a d h e r e n c e   t o   t h e   c r i t e r i a   s e t   f o r t h   i n   t h i s   a r t i c l e   a r e   s p e c i f i c   t o   t h e   c i t y .   
W i t h i n   t h e   c i t y ,   a u t h o r i z e d   o p e r a t o r s   h o l d i n g   p e r m i t s   s h a l l   c o m p l y   w i t h   t h e   f o l l o w i n g   r e q u i r e m e n t s :     

( a )         Designated public rights-of-way. Golf carts are only permitted to be operated on designated public 
right-of-way. Designated public right-of-way are those which are considered to be local in nature, 
under Champlin jurisdiction, and 30 mph or less. Golf Carts are not permitted to travel down 
County or State roads. The streets which are designated for golf cart operation are shown on the 
city’s ‘Authorized Roadways for Operation of Golf Carts’ map, which is on file and of record with 
the Community Development Department. With this exception, golf carts shall not, for any period 
of time or distance, travel down any streets or highways not permitted for golf cart use.

(b) Restricted areas. Unless otherwise stated in this section, motorized golf carts may not be operated 
in the following areas: 

(1) Within state or county rights-of-way, including grassy boulevard and ditch areas, unless 
crossing intersecting county roadways and local streets as authorized by subsection (d) of this
section;

(2) Local city streets with speed limits greater than 30 miles per hour;
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(3) Any area posted that prohibits motorized golf carts;

(4) On State Highway 169;

(5) On city sidewalks, bike or pedestrian trails;

(6) On public or private property unless permission is posted by the property owner;

(7) Within grassy boulevards and/or ditch areas of local city streets;

(8) Public parks and open space/natural areas;

(9)    On any right-of-way not marked as allowed on the city’s ‘Authorized Roadways for Operation 
of Golf Carts’ map.

(c) Crossing intersecting state/county highways and local streets. The operator, under permit, of a 
motorized golf cart is permitted to cross over any non-designated street that intersects a 
designated public right-of-way. 

(d) Time of operation. Motorized golf carts may only be operated on the designated public rights-of-
way and trails from sunrise to sunset. Motorized golf carts shall not be operated in inclement 
weather such as when visibility is impaired by weather, smoke, fog, or other conditions, or at any 
time when there is insufficient light to clearly see persons and vehicles on the public right-of-way 
at a distance of 500 feet.

(e) Motorized golf cart safety equipment requirements. All motorized golf carts shall have the 
following equipment: 

(1) Motorized golf carts must display a slow-moving vehicle emblem as described in M.S.A. § 
169.522 when operated on designated public rights-of-way. 

(2) Rear view mirror as defined in M.S.A. § 169.70.

(3)    Parking brakes to hold the vehicle in place when unattended.

(f) Operating requirement. The authorized operator must have his or her actual valid, current, and 
unrevoked golf cart permit displayed on the motorized golf cart at all times while operating the 
motorized golf cart on a designated public right-of-way along with proof of insurance. A motorized 
golf cart must only transport as many persons as it was designed by the manufacturer to carry. 

(g)     Application of traffic laws. Every person operating a motorized golf cart under permit on 
designated public rights-of-way have all the rights and duties applicable to the driver of any other 
vehicle under M.S.A. ch. 169, except when those provisions cannot be reasonably applied.

(h) Parking of motorized golf cart. Motorized golf carts must be parked in designated public parking 
stalls or areas used by automobiles only. No parking is permitted on public sidewalks, public parks, 
public boulevard areas or other similar public areas. Parking in the parking lot stalls of public parks 
is allowed if the parking lot is accessible by designated public right-of-way.

Sec. 54-95. Exemptions.

(a) City operations. The city police and fire departments, parks and recreation department, and public 
services departments are authorized to utilize motorized golf carts to carry out their operations 
and are exempt from all requirements under this article. 
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(b) Golf course operations. Authorized motorized golf carts utilized on property associated with a golf 
course are exempt from all requirements under this article.

(c) Community or special events. Motorized golf carts on public streets during parades and special 
events by event organizers, and others authorized by the city for such use, are exempt from all 
requirements under this article. The police chief or their appointee shall determine if an event 
qualifies for the exemption. Notwithstanding the foregoing, additional conditions and/or 
restrictions may be imposed upon individuals authorized to use motorized golf carts on designated 
public rights-of-way under this section.

(d) Private property. Motorized golf carts utilized on private property, by the property owner or with 
the property owner's express permission, are exempt from all requirements of this division. 

Sec. 54-96. Violation; penalty.

Any person violating the terms of this division or if there is evidence that the licensee cannot safely
operate the motorized golf cart may lose his or her permit to operate a motorized golf cart on 
designated public rights-of-way in the city. The Police Chief, or their appointee, may suspend or revoke a
permit upon finding evidence that the person cannot safely operate the motorized golf cart. The 
applicant reserves the right to appeal this revocation to the City Council. The penalties shall be as 
follows:

(a) All driving offenses are subject to the provisions of the MN State Statutes Chapter 169 and drivers 

may be subject to an appearance in district court. Citable offenses may result in a revocation of 

the permit. Motorized golf carts found without a permit may be cited administratively in the 

amount of $75.00 or in violation of equipment requirements may be cited administratively in the 

amount of $50.00.

(b) A   p e r m i t   m a y   b e   revoked at any time for violating any provision of this article, or Minn. Stat. ch. 

169, or if there is evidence that the permit holder cannot safely operate the motorized golf cart, 

after an investigation by the police department and final determination by the police chief or their

appointee. The permit holder is subject to the provisions of this chapter in which the following 

may occur:

1. For the first violation: revocation of permit for 1 year from the date of the offense, and 

$75.00 Fine.

2. For the second violation: revocation of permit for 3 years from the date of the offense, 

and $150.00 Fine.

3. For the third violation: revocation of permit is indefinite, and $300.00 Fine.

(c) Any permit revocation may be appealed to the city council by providing a written request for an 

appeal within ten business days of the revocation to the city clerk. The revocation will remain in 

full force and effect until the appeal process has been completed.

(d) Reinstatement of a permit requires a new permit application to be completed and submitted.
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Secs. 54-97-54-107. Reserved.




